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THE  THUNDER  BAY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


President  s    Address 


To  the  Members  of  The  Thunder  Bay  Historical   Society  : 

I  beg  to  make  the  following  short  statement,  at  the  close 
of  the  second  year  of  existence  of  this  Society.  I  may  review 
briefly  our  progress  from  the  commencement,  as  it  does  not  ap- 
pear in  former  print. 

Within  the  last  decade,  several  attempts  have  been  made  to 
establish  an  Historical  Soc'ety  under  different  names,  as  Thun- 
der Bay,  Fort  William,  or  Port  Arthur  Historical  Society,  Old 
Timers,  Pioneers,  etc.,  all  of  which  died  out  after  one  or  two 
meetings,  until  the  present  Society  was  formed. 

The  Inaugural  Meet'ng  of  the  Thunder  Bay  Historical  So- 
ciety was  held  in  the  Citv  Hall,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  on  the 
2nd  of  October,  1908,  with  Mr.  Joshua  Dyke  in  the  chair. 
After  an  address  by  Mr.  Barlow  Cumberland,  President  of  the 
Ontario  H'stor::cal  Society,  the  Society  was  organized  and  the 
following  offic'als  elected   : 

President — Peter  McKellar,  Fort  William. 

1st.   Vice-President — A.   L.     Russell,  Port  Arthur. 

2nd.    Vice-President — J.    G.   King,  Port  Arthur. 

Secretary-Treasurer — A.    McNaughton,  Fort  William. 

Executive  Comm'ttee — Messrs.  J.  J.  Wells,  W.  Phillips  and 
A.  Calhoun,  Fort  William,  and  J.  L.  Meikle  and  J.  C.  Dobie, 
of  Port  Arthur. 

Several  resolutions  were  passed,  the  nature  of  which  were 
sectional  and  restrictive,  such  as  the  holding  of  meetings  al- 
ternately in  the  two  cities;  and  the  dividing  of  officials  into 
two  parts  and  elect  ng  each  part,  alternately  from  the  cities 
each  year. 

Of  the  nine  offices  e^cted,  only  the  Vice-President,  from 
Port  Arthur,  and  the  President  and  one  member  of  the  execu- 
tive (Mr.  A.  Calhoun)  from  Fort  William,  attended  or  took 
part  in  any  of  the  meetings  thereafter. 

Mr.  A.  Calhoun  kindly  consented  to  accept  the  position  of 
Secretary-Treasurer,  and  we  continued  as  best  we  could,  ex- 
pecting the  other  officers  would  come  in  so  that  we  would  be  in 
a  position  to  apply  for  affiliation  with  The  Ontario  Historical 
Soc'ety.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  it  became  evident  that 
the  Soc'ety  would  have  to  close  up,  or  reform,  and  make  new 
regulations. 

1  was  anxious  that  the  Society  should  continue,  as  other- 
wise, with  each  passing  year  some     valuable     local     traditions 
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would  be  lost  to  the  future  history.  Thereupon  I  laid  the 
matter  before  a  general  meeting  of  the  qualified  members  of 
the  Society,  showing  the  necessity  of  making  the  constitution 
non-sectional  and  with  the  majority  to  rule.  The 
meeting  was  unanimous  in  making  the  change  and 
authorized      the      President      and        Secretary         to  draft 

out  a  form  constitution  for  presentation,  correct' on 
and  adoption,  at  the  next  meeting.  The  new  con- 
stitution was  discussed,  e'ause  by  clause,  and  unanimously 
adopted,  and  now  appears  in  print.  The  official  vacancies 
were  filled  and  application  was  made  for  incorporation  by  affi- 
liation with  the  Provincial  Society.  We  were  informed  that 
our  application  would  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  general  meet- 
ing. 

Five  or  six  original  valuable  addresses  were  given  the  first 
year,  and  are  presented  in  the  first  Annual  Book. 

The  addresses  this  second  year,  as  will  re  seen  in  this  An- 
nual Book  are  valuable,  though  few  in  number.  For  the  latter 
result  I  am  responsible  on  account  of  be!ng  away  in  California 
for  five  or  six  months.  Neverthe'ess,  there  were  several  profit- 
able meetinp-s  held  dur'n^r  the  year,  some  of  these  were  wholly 
social  and  highly  enjoyed  by  the  members. 

We  can  now  confidently  look  forward  to  increased  pros- 
perity. The  importance  of  the  work  is  being  appree!ated,  by 
reason  of  the  presentation  of  the  Annuals.  Hereafter  there 
will  be  no  lack  of  valuable  papers  to  record. 

At  the  next  January  meetmg  there  will  be  a  paper  by  Miss 
M.  Black,  on  the  Port  WUliam  Libraries;  one  by  Mr.  A.  A. 
Yickers,  on  the  Fort  William  Indian  Treaty,  1859.  In  March, 
one  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  on  the  famous  Silver  Islet  Mine, 
and  one  by  Dr.  Oliver,  on  old  times.  Later  on  Mr.  J.  J. 
WTells  will  read  a  paper  on  Early  Municipal  Matters;  Mr.  D. 
Smith,  one  on  the  Press,  and  the  President,  one  on  the  con- 
test between  Thunder  Bay  and  Nepigon  for  the  terminus  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway   on  the  Great  Lakes. 

During  the  present  year  I  expect  many  papers  will  be  read, 
and  for  publication  they,  mav  equ^re  to  be  abridged,  whilethe 
paper  in  full  must  be  retained  in  sa'e  custody.  The  Executive 
will  attend  to  this  matter. 

The  Society  is  growing,  there  being  nearly  fifty  on  the  roll 
now.  With  a  slight  effort  the  number  can  be  oTeatlv  increas- 
ed. 
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The  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  will  also  ap- 
pear in  this  Annual,  also  cuts  of  the  individual  writers.  I 
think  it  will  improve  the  standard  of  the  Annuals  of  the  Soci- 
ety. 1  am  sorry  that  this  matter  of  individual  illustrations 
in   the  first  book  was  overlooked. 


MRS.  G.  H.  SLIPPER 


THE  THUNDER  RAY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Secretary's    Report 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  Thunder  Bay  Historical  So- 
ciety during  the  year  of  1909-1910,  the  second  year  of  its 
existence,  we  find  much  to  encourage  us  to  continue  this  work 
of  preserving  the  early  history  of  our  district,  and  awakening 
greater  interest     in     the     early   records. 

During  the  year  October  28th,  1909,  to  October  10th, 
1910,  inclusive,  this  Society  held  five  regular  meetings  and  one 
Executive  meeting.  Interesting  discussions  and  bright,  well- 
prepared  papers  were  the  rule  at  all  these  meetings.  Many 
were  the  plans  made  for  furthering  the  work  of  the  Society 
and  those  members  who  have  attended  the  meetings  through- 
out the  year  feel  they  have  been  repaid  in  fullest  measure  and 
are  today  better  informed-  in  regards  to  the  early  history  of 
this  portion  of  Canada,  than  they  otherwise  would  have  been. 

As  the  papers  read  at  the  meetings  of  the  year  will  be 
published,  it  is  unnecessary  to  comment  upon  the  same  in  this 
report. 

It  was  with  deep  regret  that  we  were  forced  to  accept  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  A.  Calhoun  from  the  office  of  Secretary, 
which  took  effect  at  the  end  of  January,    1909. 

During  the  year  most  of  the  meetings  have  been  held  at  the 
homes  of  the  members  and  in  this  way  a  more  social  time  has 
been  enjoyed,  as  the  hostesses  in  every  case  have,  after  the 
business  of  the  meeting,  served  refreshments,  and  a  delightful 
happy  time  was  in  order  with  the  merry  chat  and  personal  re- 
miniscences over  the  tea  cups.  The  hostesses,  who  so  kindly 
provided  hospitality  during  the  year  for  the  Society  were  : 
Mrs.  Peter  McKellar,  Mrs.  John  King  and  Miss  Stafford. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  A.    SLIPPER, 


MISS  C.  C.  GRANT 
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Treasurer  s  Report 


The  balance  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
$31.10.  Since  then  §17.50  has  been  paid  in  for  fees,  making 
a  total  of  $48.60.  The  expenditure  for  the  year  was  $1.75 
for  a  minute  book,  $17.00  for  the  printing  of  three  hundred 
copies  of  the  by-laws,  and  $5.00  for  a  strong  box  in  which  are 
stored  books,  papers,  and  documents  of  value.  Here  are  pre- 
served important  pictures,  photographs,  and  maps.  The  Soci- 
ety is  now  in  a  position  to  receive  more  materials  relating  to 
the  early  davs,  and  to  keep  all  in  safety  in  tlrs  repository,  the 
iron  box.  The  total  expenditure  being  $23.75,  the  amount  in 
the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Society  is    $24.85. 

Through  the  liberality  of  our  highly-esteemed  president,  Mr. 
Peter  McKellar,  the  members  of  the  Society  have  been  made 
recipients  of  two  handsome  Year  Books  at  a  cost  of  about  two 
hundred  dollars.  The  Year  Book  for  1908-1909  is  a  very 
handsome  book,  displaying  great  care  and  artistic  wTork  in  its 
composition.  It  contains  all  the  papers  read  at  the  meetings 
of  the  Societv  dur'ng  the  vear,  and  photographs  of  interest  in 
the  history  of  Fort  William.  The  Year  Book  for  1909-1910 
speaks  for  itself. 

This  handsome  gift  from  Mr.  McKellar  is  indicative  of  the 
deep  interest  taken  by  him  in  the  welfare  of  the  Thunder  Bay 
Historical  Soc'ety  and  this  interest  insures  for  this  young 
Society  long  and  continued  prosperity. 

CHRISTINA  CAMERON  GRANT, 

Treasurer. 
Februarv,    1911. 
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Tke  Red  River  Expedition 

By  Mr.  D.  McKELLAR 


The  way  I  came  to  take  part  in  the  Red  River  Expedition 
in  the  summer  of    1870  was  as  follows: — 

It  was  a  memorable  season  in  the  history  of  Thunder  Bay, 
on  account  of  the  military  expedition,  commanded  by  Col.  Wol- 
seley  (now  Lord  Wolseley),  that  passed  through  here  on  the 
way  to  Fort  Garry.  Mr.  S.  J.  Dawson  was  in  charge  of 
transportation.  It  was  an  unusually  wet  summer,  which 
threatened  disaster  to  the  undertaking,  on  account  of  the  miry 
condition  of  the  newly  built  roads  over  clay  lands,  from  Thun- 
der Bay  to  Shebandowan  Lake,  a  distance  of  forty-six  miles. 
The  season  was  far  advanced  when  the  expedition  arrived  at 
Thunder  Bay,  owing  to  the  delay  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  canal. 
It  was  essentially  necessary  that  the  troops  should  get  back  be- 
fore the  freeze  up,  and  It  was  evident  that  the 
water  route  must  be  used  to  its  fullest  extent  in 
forwarding  the  boats,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to 
take  them  by  the  waggon  roads.  The  voyageurs  were  sent  to 
take  the  boats  up  the  Kaministiquia  River.  They 
succeeded  in  getting  as  far  as  the  Mattawan  Station  on  the 
Mattawan  River,  a  distance  of  twenty-six  miles,  or  a  little  over 
half  way  to  Shebandowan.  In  the  meantime,  while  the  voya- 
geurs were  engaged  on  this  section  of  the  route,  Cap.  Young, 
of  the  60th  Rifles,  with  his  company,  without  regard  to  the 
voyageurs,  undertook  to  take  the  boats  up  the  Mattawan  Riv- 
er. After  being  away  for  some  time  he  returned  with  the 
boats,  and  reported  that  the  route  was  impassable,  and  that 
the  boats  would  have  to  go  by  waggon  road  from  this  point. 
This  would  be  disastrous,  as  th  e  roads  were  in  a  very  bad  con- 
dition, and  the  large  quantity  of  supplies,  outside  of  the  boats 
had  to  be  carried  over  them.  Col.  Wolseley  reported  to  Mr. 
S.  J.  Dawson,  who  was  responsible  for  the  route,  and  even  ac- 
cused him  of  misrepresentation,  as  Mr.  Dawson  had  claimed 
that  the  boats  could  be  taken  from  Thunder  Bay  to  Sheban- 
dowan Lake  by  water.  Colonel  Wolseley  states,  as 
Mr.  Dawson  told  me,  that  he  had  reliable  inform- 
ation from  Capt.  Young  who  had  examined  the 
route  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  take  the  boats  by 
way  of  the  river  from  Matt °.  wan,  and  wanted  to  know 
w^hat  was  to  be  done.  Mr.  Dawson,  being  well  acquainted 
with  our  family,  and  knowing  we  had  much  experience  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  as  we  had  been  prospecting  for  mines 
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for  many  years,  and  knew  the  Indians  who  knew  these  rivers, 
sent  a  messenger  to  our  house  for  my  brother,  John  McKeUar. 
When  he  got  the  reply  that  John  was  not  at  home,  he  sent  back 
the  messenger  to  get  any  one  of  the  McKellar  men  to  come  to 
him  without  delay,  as  he  had  important  business  under  con- 
sideration. I,  being  the  the  only  one  at  home,  went  to  see  him, 
and  he  told  me  about  the  condition  of  things  at  the  Mattawan. 
He  said:  "I  want  you  to  go  up  to  Mattawan  station  and  take 
the  boats  up  the  Mattawan  and  Shebandowan  Rivers  to  the 
Oskondago  River.  Take  with  you  a  crew  of  the  local  Indians 
from  the  Mission  at  Fort  William.  Here  is  a  letter  to  the 
foremen  along  the  line,  authorizing  them  to  give  you  any  men, 
boats  or  supplies  or  anything  that  you  may  want.  See  that 
you  get  the  best,  so  that  you  will  be  ab]e  to  open  up  this 
route."  He  suggested  taking  Iroquois,  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
Indians  along  with  the  local  Indians.  I  select- 
ed ten  local  Indians,  ten  Iroquois,  and  ten 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  Indians.  We  arrived  at  the  Mattawan  and 
picked  out  three  boats.  While  fitting  them  up  for  the  trip, 
Capt.  Young,  who  was  camped  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  riv- 
er, came  across  to  where  we  were  working  and  said  to  me,  "You 
can  save  yourself  all  this  trouble,  for  there  are  not  men 
enough  in  the  expedition  to  take  the  boats  up  this  river." 
Next  morning,  at  four  o'clock,  everything  being  ready,  we 
pushed  out  from  the  shore,  ten  men  in  each  boat.  I  took  the 
lead  with  the  local  Indians.  Mr.T.  A.  P.  Towers  with  the  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  crew  followed,  and  Capt.  Pritchard,  with  the  Iro- 
quois brought  up  the  rear.  In  about  an  hour  we  reached 
precipitous  rocky  range,  where  the  river  was  confined  in  a  nar- 
row, crooked  gorge,  only  a  few  feet  wide.  On  the  north  bank, 
which  was  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  high,  was  a  comparatively 
level  plateau,  with  two  larpe  trees  growing  quite  near  the  edge, 
about  twelve  feet  apart,  in  so  convenient  a  position  that  they 
seemed  to  have  been  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  being  fell- 
ed and  placed  parallel  over  the  bank  into  the  river,  to  form  a 
run- way  upon  which  we  could  pu^l  our  boats  to  the  higher 
level,  which  it  was  imperative  that  we  should  reach.  This  work 
was  accomplished  in  a  few  hours.  Over  the  plateau  we  clear- 
ed a  road  way  twenty  feet  wide  and  laid  cross  poles  six  or  sev- 
en feet  apart;  over  these  ten  or  fifteen  men  were  able  to  pull 
a  boat  right  along,  with  a  couple  of  men  on  each  side  to 
keep  the  boats  on  an  even  keel.  We  soon  struck  the  river 
again,  above  the  gorge,  where  the  water  was  navigable  and 
followed  it  for  a  short  distance,  when  it  became  impassable  al- 
together. Upon  examination  we  found  that  the  river  here  made 
a  detour  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  which  consisted  of  a  ser- 
ies of  rapids  and  falls.  By  making  a  portage  of  a  little  over 
half  a  mile  we  again  struck   the  river  above  the   rapids.       This 
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portage  passed  over  a  comparatively  high  range  but  the  slope 
was  gradual  and  eas;ly  overcome,  after  we  had  cleared  a  road 
and  ]aid  cross  poles,  the  same  as  before. 

From  this  portage  to  Oskondago  Station  on  account  of 
the  high  water,  caused  by  the  heavy  rains,  there  were  no  seri- 
ous obstructions,  there  being  only  three  rapids  that  required 
skilful  management. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  Oskandago 
Station,  the  point  of  our  destination,  having  been  on  the 
route  since  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  route  was  now  established,  and  proved  a  complete  suc- 
cess. 

Capt.  Ward,  of  the  60th  Rifles,  was  camped  here  and  rush- 
ed down  to  meet  us.  He  was  delighted  and  surprised  and  said 
to  me,  "How  did  you  get  here?  I  understood  it  to  be  impossi- 
ble to  get  the  boats  up  the  river  this  far."  The  news  soon 
spread,  and  there  was  great  rejoicing  along  the  line,  as  success 
was  assured,  there  be'ng  only  two  miles  of  a  gravelled  road 
to  the  dam  site  on  the  navigable  water  of  Shebandowan  Lake. 
It  was  now  proven  that  this  route  could  be  used  to  great 
advantage  in  forwarding  supplies,  as  well  as  boats,  the  last 
stretch  of  eight  miles  being  easily  navigable,  from  which  point 
a  branch  road  was  opened  to  the  main  wagon  road.  This 
branch  road  was  named  Brown's  Lane,  after  the  man  who  sur- 
veyed it,  and  became  quite  a  popular  road  afterwards,  when 
large  quantities  of  supplies  were  forwarded  over  our  new  route. 

There  was  one  accident  occurred,  owing  to  a  mistake  made 
by  one  of  the  Companies  of  the  60th  Rifles  in  trying  to  take 
three  loaded  boats  up  the  river  without.voyageurs.  At  the  first 
rapids  they  lost  control  of  their  boats,  which  dashed  against 
the  rocks  and  upset,  and  the  supplies  all  sank  or  floated  away. 
Fortunately,  there  was  no  one  drowned,  as  the  men  all  reach- 
ed the  shore,  and  walked  back  through  the  woods  to  the  sta- 
tion. It  was  reported  that  the  Company's  pay,  in  an  iron 
box,  went  to  the  bottom  and  was  lost.  Parties  have  been 
looking  for  the  box  at  different  times  since,  but  failed  to  find 
it  as  far  as  I  know.  When  the  news  of  this  disaster  reached 
Col.  Wolseley,  he  was  greatly  annoyed,  and  blamed  the  voya- 
geurs.  I  explained  to  him  that  the  captain  of  the  company 
had  ignored  the  voyageurs,  and  had  manned  the  boats  with  the 
soldiers  only,  when  they  should  have  had  a  voya^eur  in  the 
bow  and  one  in  the  stern  of  each  boat.  Then  Col.  Wolseley 
issued  a  proclamation  that  hereafter  no  boat  was  to  leave 
any  dock  without  a  voyageur  in  the  bow  and  one  in  the 
stern.  This  mandate  was  strictly  enforced,  and  the  transport 
of  supplies  went  on  very  satisfactorily.  The  success  of  the  wa- 
ter route  relieved  the  pressure  upon  the  waggon  road,  and 
much  time  was  saved.  Tn  due  course  the  whole  equipment 
reached  Shebandowan,  which  is  practically  the  height  of  land, 
and  from  th:'s  point  onward  the  expedition   moved  freely. 

I).  McKELLAR. 


MISS  B.  DOBIE 
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Girlhood    Days    of    Earlier 
Port  Arthur 


By  MISS  BELLE  DOBIE 


Since  asked  to  write  on  this  subject,  there  are  two  lessons, 
at  least,  I  have  learned — one  on  the  destruction  of  anything 
that  might  be  of  use  in  the  way  of  letters  for  reference;  anoth- 
er, the  need  of  keeping  a  diary — that  alone  would  have  simpli- 
fied the  whole  thing. 

I  suppose  each  and  every  girl  thinks  her  girlhood  days  the 
happiest,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  there  were  any  happier  days 
than  those  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  or  more.  The  solid 
pleasures  were  to  be  had,  the  stiffer  conventionalities  were  al- 
most unknown.  A  girl  figuring  at  a  "pink  tea,"  or  even 
opening  the  door  at  one,  was  never  indulged  in,  but  the  more 
healthful  pleasures  were  popular,  such  as  tobogganing,  skat- 
ing, and  all  other  out-of-door    exercises. 

But  to  really  get  started  I  suppose  I  should  begin  at  the 
days  of  the  discovery  of  Santa  Claus, — the  night  I  sat  up,un- 
til  twelve  o'clock  to  make  sure  he  did  not  come  down  through 
the  chimney, — as  I  had  been  "hearing  things,"  "That  old 
Santa  was  a  myth."  "He's  just  your  father  dressed  up,  etc."  I 
was  rewarded  for  my  curiosity  and  trouble  of  sitting  up  late, 
for  sure  enough  he  was  an  imaginary  Santa  Claus.  I  must 
not  forget  to  say  the  present  he  brought  is  still  in  my  posses- 
sion (a  plate) — the  cup  and  saucer  belonging  to  the  set  were 
broken  long  ago.  The  woiderful  revelation  was  passed  on 
to  other  young  friends,  but  the  stocking  was  hung  up  religi- 
ously every  Christmas  eve,  and  has  continued  to  do  so  ever 
since,  only  in  a  different  way — hints,  etc. 

The  girls  and  boys  about  this  time  looked  forward  much 
to  Dominion  Day,  with  its  (Indian  and  Squaw)  canoe  races, 
walking  the  greasy  pole,  etc.  The  lali  and  thumpian  proces- 
sion was  of  special  interest  to  the  girls— of  seeing  "George 
Marks"  (as  we  called  him,  because  we  liked  him),  dressed  up  as 
an  Indian.  He  never  failed  to  recognize  us  as  he  passed  by, 
always  waving  his  hand  at  us. 

For  Dominion  Day  we  laid  in  a  spec:al  supply  of  fire-crack- 
ers. The  first  one  awake  in  the  morn'ng  was  to  call  the  rest 
of  the  crowd,  bv  means  of  the  salute   of     a     fire-cracker,   and, 
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needless  to  say,  the  day  was  full  to  the  brim  with  fun. 

Another  popular  amusement  with  the  girls  was  sailing  on 
rafts,  made  of  logs  nailed  to  a  few  boards  and  pushed  along 
by  means  of  a  long  pole.  This  particular  amusement  struck 
terror  to  the  hearts  of  our  fathers  and  mothers,  lor  many  a 
time  were  we  blown  out  into  the  lake,  and  had  to  be  rescued 
by  the  older  ones. 

Other  amusements  were  rowing  around  under  the  docks, 
often  having  to  duck  our  heads;  also  fishing  for  minnows, 
catching  polly-wogs  and  putting  them  in  bottles,  searching 
for  agates  was  of  great  interest  to  us,  the  finding  of 
beetles  and  all  sorts  of  other  insects. 

Trolling  was  great  sport  to  the  girls,  and  also  the  boys, 
as  they  expected  to  be  invited  in  to  supper,  for  helping  take 
the  fish  off  the  hook.  We  often  played  truant  to  amuse  our- 
selves in  this  way,  quite  willing  to  take  chances  on  being 
punished. 

About  the  time  mentioned  our  little  public  school,  a. long, 
narrow  building,  was  situated  in  the  old  government  yard,  as 
it  was  called.  The  house  was  standing  there  until  two  years 
ago,  when  it  was  torn  down  to  make  room  for  the  Pagoda  and 
the  Canadian  Northern  Hotel,  now  under  construction.  Our 
school  teacher  in  this  building  was  Mrs.  Langrell,  wife  of  Mr. 
E.  P.  Langrell,  now  of  Woodland,  Manitoba,  who  was  later  a 
teacher  in  the  Public  School.  The  term  spent  in  this  school 
seems  almost  a  blank.  There  is  not  even  a  strapping  im- 
pressed on  my  memory.  This  must  have  been  near  the  San- 
ta Claus  days— on  the  other  side,  I  expect. 

Later  on  as  the  village,  or  town,  grew  larger,  a  school 
was  built,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Central  public  school,  with 
Mr.  Langrell  as  teacher.  An  efficient  one  he  was,  and  we 
little  appreciated  Irs  worth  and  patience,  for  many  were  the 
pranks  we  played,  the  d:'scipline  in  those  days  requir:ng  the 
patience  of  Job. 

At  the  time  T  mention,  our  present  Waverly  Park  was 
partly  a  swamp,  where  we,  at  recess,  used  to  ram^e,  finding 
cranberries,  raspberries, — sometimes  wild  roses  in  the  drver 
parts.  Quite  distinctly,  I  remember,  when  there  was  no 
Catholic  cemeterv,  a  grave  in  the  park,  of  one  of  our  school- 
mates (Joseph  Grenier).  Often,  during  recess,  we  watched  his 
sister  Julia  taking  advantage  of  this  opportunity  by  saymg  a 
prayer;  so  devout  was  she — we  were  not  quite  so.  I'm  afraid, — 
as  we  looked  upon  her  as  a  sort  of  curiosity  or  character, 
when  she  made  the  ''Sign  of  the  Cross." 

Last  year,  when  they  were  excavating  for  the  new  Collegi- 
ate Institute.  T  quite  expected  to  hear  of  our  old  school-ma+e's 
remains  being  unearthed,  as  there  is  no  record  of  them  ever 
having  been  removed  as  far  as  1   know.       This     mav      sound 
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gruesome,  but  I  thought  it  might  interest  some  of  you. 

To  get  back  to  the  fun-and-pleasures-of-girlhood-subject  as 
we  got  more  grown  up,  we  had  Hallowe'en  parties,  played 
tricks,  which  consisted  of  tubs  of  water,  in  which  we  would 
dive  for  apples,  or  an  occasional  rap  on  a  neighbor's  door,  or 
a  tick-tack  on  our  own  window.  Then  on  St.  Valentine's  day, 
sweet  messages  were  exchanged,  or  ugly,  home-made  ones  in- 
stead,— sometimes  written  in  the  following  flattering  tones  : 
"You  break  more  looking-glasses  than  hearts,"  etc.,  but  the 
glasses  were  just  as  hard  to  break  as  the  hearts.  Sometimes 
they  lasted  for  years  notwithstanding  the  rough  usage. 

With  the  Hallowe'en  trick-playing  over,  the  exchanging  of 
valentines  past,  our  attention  seemed  to  turn  to  other  amuse- 
ments. Occasionally  a  birthday  party  was  indulged  in  —  the 
young  host  or  hostess  supplying  us  with  slips  of  paper,  accom- 
panying the  name  of  a  guest,  supposed  to  be  your  side  part- 
ner for  the  rest  of  the  evening,  which  meant  partner  for  the 
first  dance, — or  as  many  more  as  your  generosity  permitted,  for 
supper,  and  partner  to  be  escorted  home, — whether  congenial 
or  not.  In  those  days  they  were  human,  just  as  they  are  to- 
day, and  many  a  time  we  drew  partners  that  caused  us  to 
smile   outwardly  and  sometimes  swear  inwardly. 

Then  again  there  were  neck -tie  parties,  the  neck-tie  being 
an  excuse  to  draw  a  partner,  an  excellent  thing  for  the  bash- 
ful young  man  of  a  few  years  ago,  and  perhaps  a  good  sugges- 
tion for  some  of  the  present  day. 

Girls  of  the  time  mentioned  were  quite  domesticated.  They 
could  sew,  knit,  bake,  do  many  kinds  of  work  from  which  they 
are  now  spared  or  deprived,  I  hardly  know  which  to  say.  In 
these  days  there  are  so  many  labor  saving  devices. 

As  I  have  gradually  reached  the  time  of  the  more  modern 
girlhood  days,  I  find  my  subject  getting  threadbare  and  worn- 
out,  but  I  will  not  stop  without  mentioning  that  the  amuse- 
ments of  the  girls  a  number  of  years  ago,  were  much  more  in- 
nocent than  those  of  now-a-days,  the  minds  of  the  twelve- 
year-old  today  comparing  more  with  the  seventeen-year-old  of 
twenty  years  ago. 

Such  a  thing  as  a  "Bird's  Opera  Society,"  or  "Children's 
Orchestra,"  as  they  have  in  Port  Arthur  and  Fort  ^  William, 
would  be  unknown,  and  now  I  wish  every  Fort  William  and 
Port  Arthur  child  as  happy  a  girlhood  as  ours  in  the  earlier 
davs  of  Port  Arthur. 

BELLE  DOBIE. 

November    25th,    1910. 


MR.  HARRY  SELLERS 
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The  Early   History   of  the   Handling    and 

Transportation    of   Grain    in   {he 

District  of  Thunder  Bay 

Paper  by  MR.  HARRY  SELLERS 


With  the  completion  of  the  C.  P.  E.  line  from  Lake  Super- 
ior to  the  West  in  1883,  means  had  to  be  provided  for  the 
handling  of  such  grain  as  might  be  offered  for  sale  or  shipment 
East.  A  temporary  arrangement  was  first  installed,  sheds 
being  built  for  this  purpose  at  West  Fort  William  and  Port 
Arthur;  No.  Five  dock  and  Marks'  dock  being  used  also.  The 
first  boat  to  take  grain  via  Lake  Superior  from  the  North 
West  was  the  S.  S.  Erin,  Capt. Sullivan,  Master,  who  is  still 
sailing  on  the  Simla.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  1883,  a  large  por- 
tion of  her  cargo  being  transferred  by  cars  from  the  Grain 
Sheds  to  "Marks'  Wharf"  and  loaded  by  wheelbarrows,  thro' 
chutes  made  for  the  purpose,  and  shovelled  back.  The  balance 
of  the  cargo  was  taken  on  in  bags  from  No.  5  dock,  a  rather 
primitive  and  costly  process  as  compared  with  modern  meth- 
ods. It  was,  however,  loaded,  and  that  seemed  to  be  the  main 
point. 

The  next  step  was  the  erection  of  the  elevator  known  now 
as  King's  Elevator,  Port  Arthur,  a  small  one  as  compared 
with  others  ;  350,000  bushels  capacity.  This  building  was 
started  in  the  fall  of  1883  and  was  ready  for  business  for  the 
crop  of  '84.  The  first  boat  to  load  at  this  building  was  the 
Acadian,  Capt.  Malcolmson,  Master.  Up  to  this  date  no  ser- 
ious idea  seems  to  have  been  taken  of  the  enormous  produc- 
tive qualities  of  the  "Great  North  West,"  but  the  crop  of  '84, 
showing  such  an  increased  percentage,  it  became  imperative 
that  something  more  should  be  done.  The  result  was  the 
building  at  Fort  William  of  Elevator  "A",  built  by  the  B.  & 
B.  department  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  by  the  D. 
Leary  Bros.,  in  charge,  with  a  capacity  of  1,000,000  bushels, 
with  the  ability  to  unload  nine  cars  simultaneously,  (this  was 
true  of  the  size  of  the  cars  at  that  time).  The  building  was 
finished  in  sufficient  time  to  take  in  grain  of  a  portion  of  the 
'84  crop,  that  is  during  the  winter  of  '85.      There  was  no  great 
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quantity  taken  in,  as  owing  to  the  lack  of  dredging  in  the 
Kaministiquia  River,  the  outside  channel,  and  inside  the  river 
was  somewhat  tortuous,  the  consequence  being  that  Elevator 
"A"  at  Fort  William  only  received  the  overflow  from  the  elev- 
ator at  Port  Arthur,  the  C.  P.  Ry.  boats  refusing  point  blank 
to  go  up  the  river. 

The  schooner  "Slige"  owned  by  Messrs.  Graham  &  Home, 
had  the  honor  of  being  the  first  boat  to  take  grain  from  the 
first  elevator  built  at  Fort  William  in  the  early  spring  of  '85. 
The  writer  weighed  the  grain,  the  late  John  Carney  was  Fore- 
man. Speaking  from  memorythe  cargo  taken  by  the  "Slige" 
was  17,000  bushels.  This  sounds  small  as  corrmared  with  the 
present  day  loading,  it  being  now  no  unusual  thins*  for  a  ves- 
sel to  come  alongside  an  elevator  and  load    350,000  bushels. 

I  have  previously  spoken  of  the  objections  made  by  the  C. 
P.  R.  boats  to  loading,  up  the  river,  the  result  be'ng  that  we 
were  compelled  to  load  up  the  grain  in  cars,  transfer  them  to 
Port  Arthur  and  load  them  i  a  the  boat  through  the  Port  Ar- 
thur elevator.  Other  boats  seeing  this,  were  not  slow  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  privilege  and  as  at  that  time  most  of 
the  unloading-  was  done  in  Port  Arthur  it  saved  them  consider- 
able time  if  they  d'd  not  have  to  go  to  Fort  Will'am.  Up  to 
this  time  more  or  less  dredging  had  been  done  in  the  river,  but 
with  little  attempt  at  system.  Mr.  J.  L.  Patton,  Resident  En- 
gineer of  the  C.P.R.,  took  the  position  that  there  was  suffici- 
ent depth  of  water  in  Fort  William  and  volunteered  to  pilot 
one  of  the  C.  P.  R.  boats  into  Elevator  "A,"  load,  and  take 
her  out.  The  late  S.  S.  "Algoma"  was  the  one  chosen,  Cant. 
Moore,  Master.  She  was  duly  loaded  and  taken  out  with  lit- 
tle trouble.  This  occurred  about  June,  1885.  After  this, 
boats  continued  to  load  with  more  or  less  regularity.  The 
crop  of  '85,  or  rather  the  portion  that  came  through  via  C.  P. 
R.  was  only  1,500,0(0,  the  year  following,  '86,  much  greater  ; 
then  came  the  crop  of  '87,  an  immense  one,  exceeding  all  anti- 
cipations. It  came  on  a  scene  of  unpreparedness,  both  the  Port 
Arthur  and  Fort  William  Elevators  were  filled  up  pretty  well. 
From  the  time  we  had  been  in  operation,  a  month,  the  ship- 
ments hardly  equalling  the  receipts,  the  consecjuences  were 
that  by  January  1st,  1888,  the  elevators  were  filled  up,  and 
to  prevent  a  blockade  on  the  road,  the  Grain  Sheds  were 
again  utilized  at  Port  Arthur  and  West  Fort  William.  Tn  ad- 
dition to  these  an  enormous  shed  was  built  immediately 
back  of  where  Elevator  "E"  now  stands,  to  hoM  800,000  bush- 
els. This  was  built  by  the  C.P.R.,  under  the  superintendence 
of  Mr.  W.  J.  Ross.  Grain  was  unloaded  into  this  shed  as  ra- 
pidly as  it  could  be  erected  and  covered,  twenty  gangs  of  men 
working  night  and  day  to  relieve  the  congestion,  and  by  the 
time  the  carpenters  were  through  the  whole  shed  was  filled  up. 
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Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  immense  amount  of  la- 
bor required  to  fill  these  sheds  when  it  is  stated  that  it  all  had 
to  be  loaded  into  wheelbarrows  with  hand  shovels  and  wheeled 
to  a  distance  of  80  to  12u  leet,  16  feet  high,  besides  weighing 
each  load  over  a  platform  scale.  Nevertheless  each  gang  of 
four  men  un'oaded  three  cars  per  day  and  working  from  8  to 
12  gangs  continuously  we  unloaded  from  50  to  60  cars  per 
day  and  kept  the  railway  line  open.  There  are  men  still  in 
the  elevators  in  Port  Arthur  and  Fort  William  and  some  who 
are  not  working  at  these  places,  who  will  still  retain  a  vivid  re- 
collection of  this  work,  how  it  was  done  in  the  depth  of  a  very 
severe  winter,  the  snow  that  year  being  the  deepest  the  writer 
has   seen   in     27    years. 

After  the  above  experience,  elevators  followed  each  other 
in  rapid  succession. 

Elevator  "B."  Designed  ar  d  built  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Ross,  cap- 
acity 1,000,000  bushels,  was  finished  and  ready  for  the  1889 
crop.  This  elevator  since  destroyed  by  fire,  (see  photo)  has 
been  replaced  by  a  modern  fireproof  house. 

Elevator  "0."  Storage  h  use,  filled  from  Elevator  "A". 
Designed  and  built  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Jameson.  Capacity  1,250,000 
bushels,  built  in    1890,  material,    wood. 

Elevator  "D".  Built  in  '97,  by  the  Steel  Storage  and  Elev- 
ator Construction  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  material  steel,  capacity 
1,500,000  bushels,  working  house  destroyed  by  fire,  since  re- 
built and  enlarged. 

Elevator  "W\  An  anrex  to  "B",  built  by  the  MacDonald 
Engineering  Co.,  of  Chicago,  material  steel,  capacity  1,900,000 
bushels. 

Up  to  this  time,  1902,  all  these  facilities  for  handling 
grain,  had  been  built  and  erected  by  or  at  the  instance  of  the 
Canadian  Pac'f'c  Railway.  Now  another  factor  appears  upon 
the  scene,  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway.  They  have  now  a 
line  through  from  Port  Arthur  to  Winnipeg  and  the  West,  and 
in  March,  1902,  they  were  ready  and  receiving  gram  in  their 
elevator  at  Port  Arthur,  now  known  as  Elevator  "A",  built 
by  Mr.  J.  A.  Jameson,  of  Montreal,  1,250,000  bushels  capaci- 
ty. This  plant  has  since  been  added  to  and  now  consists  of 
two  working  houses,  combined  capacity  2,000,000  bushels, 
with  fireproof  tile  storage  capacity  of  5,000,000  bushels,  total 
capacity  7.000,000  bushels.  For  further  description,  see  Ap- 
pendix with  photo  attached. 

Following  the  Canadian  Northern,  other  elevators  follow- 
ed, having  no  connection  with  any  railway  company  and  pri- 
vately owned.  Tre  Consolidated,  Ogilvies,  The  Western, 
Muirhead  <fe  Back's.  The  Thunder  Bay,  Davidson  &  Smith.  The 
latest  addition  is  the  G.  T.  P.  Elevator  on  the  Mission  River, 
Fort  William,  capac'ty  3.250,000  bushels,  entirely  fireproof, 
and  considered  to  be  of  the  most  modern  construction. 


24  THE  THUNDER  BAY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

For  further  description  of  these  last  buildings,  see  Ap- 
pendix. 

To  Summarize. — The  first  grain  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  as- 
certain was  shipped  out  from  Flat  warehouses  from  Port  Ar- 
thur, on  the  Str.  "Erin/'  in  the  fall  of  1883.  An  elevator 
was  built  in  Port  Arthur  to  take  care  of  the  crop  of  '84,  fol- 
lowed by  the  building  of  Elevator  "A"  at  Fort  William. 

Crop  receipts  in  1885  at  this  point  amounted  to  1,500,(100 
bushels.  In  1887  it  jumped  to  4,500,000  bushes.  These  fig- 
ures were  not  exceeded  until  1892,  when  5, TOO, TOO  bushels 
was  handled.  At  the  present  time  over  1G 0,000,000  bushels 
are  handled.  The  above  figures  are  not  total  crop  figures 
and  take  only  into  account  what  has  passed  Port  Arthur  and 
Fort  William  elevators;  neither  do  they  include  what  has  been 
used  as  flour,  seed,  etc.,  in  the  west,  or  gone  through  by  other 
routes. 

The  total  value  of  elevators  in    1885  was  $    340,000.00 

The  total  value  of  elevators  in    1910  is  8,500,000.00 

The  two  first  elevators  built  still  stand  and  are  do:nq-  busi- 
ness today,  that  is  King's  Elevator  at  Port  Arthur  and  E^va- 
tor  "A"  at  Fort  William.  I  wish  I  could  say  as, much  for  the 
old  employees  who  were  there  27  years  ago.  There  's  consid- 
erable change  in  the  personnel  of  the  staff.  Tie  late  John 
Carney,  also  Wm.  Blair  and  others,  have  seen  their  last  car 
unloaded  and  their  last  boat  depart.  There  are  sti7l  some  of 
the  old  gang  left  who  remember  the  time  when  the  bush  was 
close  to  the  elevator  and  the  river  was  used  more  by  the  pick- 
erel, perch  and  pike  than  it  was  by  the  boats.  The  names 
that  come  readiest  to  my  mind  are  Jas.  Davidson,  John  Mc- 
Avay,  Jos.  Redden,  John  Redden,  W.  Irwin  and,  lastly,  Mr. 
M.  Sellers,  who  was  General  Superintendent  of  the  C.  P.  R. 
System  for  the  first  period  of  twenty  years. 

HARRY  SELLERS, 

Supt,  P.  A.  El.  Co. 
Port   Arthur,   Nov.     25th,  1910. 

APPENDIX 

Statement  showing  e'evators  at  Fort  William  and  Port  Ar- 
thur, giving  their  style  of  const ruct: on,  capacity,  etc. 

FORT  WILLIAM 
G.  T.  P.  TERMINAL  ELEVATOR. 

Concrete  and  steel.  Workhouse  capacity  750, 0C0  bushels. 
Storage  capacity     2,500,000  bushels. 

BLACK  AND  MUIRHEAD  ELEVATOR. 
Wood.       Capacity    110,000  busheTs. 
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WESTERN  TERMINAL    ELEVATOR. 
Tile  and  steel.       Workhouse  capacity        100,000 
Storage  capacity    780,000  bushels. 


2-"> 


bushels, 


CONSOLIDATED    ELEVATOR. 

Description  as  above.       Also  Annex,     concrete    and     steel. 
Capacity    600,000  bushels. 

OGILVJE     ELEVATOR. 

Steel   workhouse.       Capacity    400,000  bushels.       Annex,  re- 
inforced concrete  and  steel.       Capacity    490,000  bushels. 

EMPIRE    ELEVATOR. 
Wood  workhouse.       Capacitv    500,000      bushels.         Annex, 
tile.       Capacity    1,200,000  bushels. 

DAVIDSON     &    SMITH. 
Wood.       Capacity    80,000  bushels. 

C.  P.  R.  ELEVATORS. 
"B'\    Tie.      Capacitv    482,000  bushels. 
"E".     Steel  tanks.       (Storage  Annex    to     "B").       Capacity 
1,976,000  bushels. 

"A".     Wood.      Capacity  1,039,800  bushels. 
"C".     Wood.       Capacitv    1,195,(00  bushels. 


"D".     Tile.       Capacitv    336.000  bushels. 
Capacity  about    1,500,000  bushels. 


Steel    storage. 


el: 


PORT   ARTHUR 
C.  N.  R.  ELEVATORS. 
"A".     Wood.      Capacitv  1,000,000  bushels. 
"B".    Wood.      Capacity      750,000  bushels. 
Storage  part.       160  t'le  tanks.       Capacity    4,500,000  bush- 


TIIUNDER     BAY     TERMINAL     ELEVATOR. 
Workhouse,   wood.       Capacity    360,000    bushels.       Storage 
part,  concrete  tanks.       Capacity    1,140,000  bushels. 

KING  ELEVATOR. 
Workhouse,   wood.       Capacity     250, 0(0   bushels.       Storage 
part,  concrete  tanks,  tile  cupola.      Capacity  500,000  bushels. 


ELEVATOR    '    B,"    FORT    WILLIAM.    BUILT    IN     1889    (SINCE    DESTROYED    PY    FIRE) 

INTERIOR    CANADIAN     NORTHERN    ELEVATOR.    PORT    ARTHUR 

CANADIAN    NORTHERN    ELEVATORS,    PORT    ARTHUR 
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